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ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER KUZNETSOV CALLED ME IN AT 3;00 P.M. 
MOSCOW TIME TO HAND ME LETTER FROM KHRUSHCHEV TO PRESIDENT 
(TRANSLATION OF WHICH FOLLCWS SEPTEL), TOGETHER WITH STATENCNT 
OF SOVIET GOVERNMENT IN REPLY PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 
STATENCNT RELEASED 4:00 P.M. MOSCOW TIME (9l00 A.M. WASHINGTON 
TIME), SHORTLY AFTER I RETURNED TO EMBASSY. KUZNETSOV TOLD 
ME TEXT OF LETTER WOULD NOT BE PUBLISHED "FOR TIME BEING." 

KUZNETSOV f S ATTITUDE WAS RESTRAINED Al*> NOT UNFRlENOLY ON 
PERSONAL LEVEi. HE. MADE NO ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OF ANY 

SUBSTANCE. 

^LETTER CHARGES THAT US HAS "OPENLY TAKEN PATH OF GROSS VIOLATION 
OF UN CHARTER, OF VIOLATION INTERNATIONAL NORMS FREEDOM OF 
NAVIGATION ON HIGH SEAS, AN© OF AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS BOTH AGAINST 
CUBA AND AGAINST SOVIET UNION," AND DECLARES SOVIET UNION 
CANNOT RECOGNIZE RIGHT OF US ESTABLISH CONTROL OVER ARM*N£NTS 
NECESSARY TO CUBA TO STRENGTHEN ITS DEFENSES. LETTER "CONFIRMS 
THAT ARMANCNTS AT PRESENT ON CUBA, REGARDLESS OF CLASSIFICATION 
TO WHICH^HEY BELONG, ARE DESTINED EXCLUSIVELY FOR DEFENSIVE 
PURPOSES JM 
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BOTH OOCUKCNTS AVOID SPECIFIC THREATS AND ARE RELATIVELY 
RESTRAINED JN TONE. STATE*€NT OBVIOUSLY DESIGNED FOR 
PROPAGANDA EFFECT ON SOVIET PEOPLE. LETTER, HOWEVER, .APPEALS TO 
USG TO "SHOW PRUDENCE.* .• 

STATEMENT SAYS SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAS INSTRUCTED ITS UnImjSSION 
REQUEST II*CDIATE CONVOCATION SECURITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER 
QUESTION! •ON VIOLATION UN CHARTER AND THREAT TO PEACE BY UNITED 
STATES AFRICA.* 
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ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER KUZNETSOV CALLED ME IN AT 3*00 P.M. 
MOSCOW TIME TO HANO ME LETTER FROM KHRUSHCHEV TO PRESIDENT 
(TRANSLATION OF WHICH FOLLOWS SEPTEL), TOGETHER WITH STATEMENT 
OF SOVIET GOVERNMENT IN REPLY PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 
STATEMENT RELEASED k:00 P.M. MOSCOW TIM£ (9*00 A.M. WASHINGTON 
TIME), SHORTLY AFTER I RETURNED TO EMBASSY. KUZfCTSOV TOLD 
ME TEXT OF LETTER WOULD NOT BE PUBLISHED "FOR TIM£ BEING." 

KUZNCTSOV'S ATTITUDE WAS RESTRAINED AfC NOT UNFRIENDLY ON 
PERSONAL LEVEL. HC MADE NO ADOITIONAL COMMENTS OF ANY 
SUBSTANCE. 
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BOTH DOCtf-CNTS AVOID SPECIFIC THREATS AfO ARC RELATIVELY 
RESTRAINED IN TOfC. STATEfCNT QCV I OUSLY OCSIGNED FOft\ 
PROPAGANDA EFFECT ON SOVIET PEOPLE. LETTER, HOWEVER, .APPEALS TO 
USG TO "SHOW PRUDENCE.* .\ 

STATEMENT SAYS SOVIET QOVERf#€NT HAS INSTRUCTED ITS Un\vHSSION 
REQUEST !*CDIATE CONVOCATION SECURITY COUNCIL TO CONSlfcCS 
QUESTION* "ON VIOLATION UN CHARTER Al*> THREAT TO PEACE BV UNITED 
STATES AFRICA." 
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ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER KUZNETSOV CALLED ME IN AT 3:00 P.M. 
MOSCOW TIME TO HAND ME LETTER FROM KHRUSHCHEV TO PRESIDENT 
(TRANSLATION OF WHICH FOLLOWS SEPTEL) , TOGETHER WITH STATEMENT 
OF SOVIET GOVERNMENT IN REPLY PRESIDENTS SPEECH. 
STATEMENT RELEASED k:00 P.M. MOSCOW TIME (9:00 A.M. WASHINGTON' 
TIME), SHORTLY AFTER I RETURNED TO EMBASSY.] " 


LETTER CHARGES THAT US HAS "OPENLY TAKEN PATH OF GROSS VIOLATION 
OF UN CHARTER, OF VIOLATION INTERNATIONAL .NORMS FREEDOM Or 
NAVIGATION ON HIGH SEAS, AND OF AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS BOTH AGAINST 
CUBA AND AGAINST SOVIET UNION," AND DECLARES' SOVIET UNION 
CANNOT RECOGNIZE RIGHT OF US ESTABLISH CONTROL OVER ARMAMENTS ' 
NECESSARY TO CUBA TO STRENGTHEN ITS DEFENSES. LETTER "CONFIRMS 
THAT ARMAMENTS AT PRESENT ON CUBA, REGARDLESS OF CLASSIFICATION 
TO WHICH THEY BELONG, ARE DESTINED EXCLUSIVELY FOR DEFENSIVE 
PURPOSES." 
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BOTH DOCUMENTS AVOID SPECIFIC THREATS AND ARE RELATIVELY 
RESTRAINED IN TONE. STATEMENT OBVIOUSLY DESIGNED FOR 
PROPAGANDA EFFECT ON SOVIET PEOPLE. LETTER, HOWEVER, APPEALS TO 
USG TO "SHOW PRUDENCE." 

STATEMENT SAYS SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAS INSTRUCTED : TS UN MISSION 
REQUEST IMMEDIATE CONVOCATION SECURITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER 
QUESTION: "ON VIOLATION UN CHARTER AND THREAT TO PEACE BY UNITED 
STATES AMERICA." 
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